
HMAA Roster of Arbitrators

JAMES E. BAKER 
Consultant 
One Salem Road 
Westport, CT 06880 
Telephone: (203) 227-3682 
Cell: (203) 246-9902 
E-Mail: bakerje@sbcglobal.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BBA-Texas Tech University, 1972; JD-Texas 
Tech; 1976, MBA-University of Houston, 1994. Corporate Attorney, The Coastal 
Corporation, Valero Energy Company, Fuel and Marine Marketing LLC. Experience 
Areas: Maritime-Blue and Brown Water, Charter parties, Cargo Claims, Litigation, 
Arbitration, Bills of Lading; Oil Trading Contracts; Refinery Construction Contracts; 
Refining Environmental issues. Operational Experience: Manager of Marine 
Transportation; Manager of Marine Sales; Project Manager for Trading System Software 
replacement project. Business Development Consultant for energy related software 
applications and in telecommunications. 

JEFFREY R. BALE
THE BALE LAW FIRM, PLLC
Kensington I, Suite 200
1600 Highway 6 South
Sugar Land, Texas 77478
(281) 295-6000 Telephone
(281) 295-6010 Facsimile
Email:  jbale@balelawfirm.com
Website:  www.balelawfirm.com

C. MICHAEL BANDY 
Houston, Texas 
Telephone: 
E-Mail: MikeBandy@houston.rr.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Ret. ChevronTexaco; BS Marine Engineering, 
Texas A&M Univ., MBA Univ. of New Mexico; Lt, USNR; USCG Licensed Marine 
Eng; Experience: Tankers, Vessel Repair/Inspection, Petroleum Trading & supply 
(including Marine Fuels & Lubricants), eCommerce (fuel Auctions), Voyage Economics 
(Operator, Supplier), Emergency Response/Pollution, Refining & Terminal Operations. 

FRANK BILLINGS 
Billings & Solomon, P.C. 
2777 Allen Parkway, Suite 460 
Houston, Texas 77019 
Telephone: (713) 528-2111; Fax: (713) 528-0980 
Residence: (713) 666-2064 
E-Mail: frankblaw@aol.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BBA University of Texas 1960; JD Texas, 
1966; 2 years line officer, U.S. Navy; Maritime attorney since 1966; MLA (Chairman, 
Stevedore and Terminal Operators Committee); Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute, 
Inc.; Experience Areas: Trial, personal injury, collision, cargo, charter parties, insurance 
coverage, ship building, marine transportation contracts, freight forwarding, customs, 
inland tug and barge, and offshore service vessels. 



ED BLUESTEIN 
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
Telephone: (713) 651-5368; Fax: (713) 651-5246 
Residence: (281) 471-6439 
E-Mail: ebluestein@fulbright.com 
Background: Former HMAA Treasurer/Director; Maritime Attorney (J.D. Texas 1958); 
former head of Admiralty Dept., Fulbright & Jaworski, now of Counsel; HMAA 
Arbitration Training and instructor; Maritime Law Assoc. (former Exec. Comm.); 
American Maritime Cases (Assoc. Editor); Houston Marine Ins. Seminar (former 
Planning Comm.); Tulane Admiralty Law Institute (former Permanent Advisory Comm.); 
Experience Areas: trial, arbitration and mediation of maritime and oil and gas matters, 
contract disputes and insurance coverage issues, including collisions, cargo, drill rigs, 
platforms, pipelines, charters, ship building and repairs, salvage. Admitted to practice 
law: Texas, U. S. Supreme Court, 5th and 11th U. S. Courts of Appeal, U. S. District 
Courts Southern and Eastern Districts of Texas. Member State Bar of Texas, Houston Bar 
Association. Awarded lifetime membership in the HMAA. 

WILLIAM P. BOWES SR. 
Capt. I. S. Derrick Independent Ship & Cargo Surveyors, Inc. 
12711 Woodforest Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77015 
Telephone: (713) 451-2711; Fax: (713) 451-4152 
Residence: (713) 453-4086; Fax: (713) 455-6732 
E-Mail: bill.bowes@captainderrick.com 
Background: President/Owner. HMAA Arbitration Training; BS Marine Transportation 
1962; U.S. Merchant Marine Academy; Licensed Third Officer USM;, Lt. USNR; Sailed 
on License & worked ashore for Grace Lines, Inc.; Marine Surveyor for 37 years. 
Experience Areas: Cargo claims/loss of general cargo, various commodities, specializing 
in steel products (Transit/Mill claims), Packaging of cargo, Loading/Securing project 
cargo/pipeline products, seaworthiness of mechanical hatch covers, Loss 
prevention/control, suitability of warehouses, marine consultant. Factual and exert 
witness in state and federal courts and arbitration. Member: NAMS, International Rotary, 
National Director USMMAAA, various civic & fraternal organizations. 

JOHN P. BOWMAN 
King & Spalding LLP 
1100 Louisiana, Suite 4000 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Tel.: 1-713-751-3210 
Cell: 1-713-898-2357 
Fax: 1-713-751-3290 
Email: jbowman@kslaw.com 
Current Memberships: Fellow of The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (London) and the College of Commercial 

Arbitrators, Board of Trustees of Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, Vice President of Education of 

Association of International Petroleum Negotiators, Advisory Boards of Institute for Transnational Arbitration, of 

Institute for Energy Law, and of UT Center for Global Energy, International Arbitration and Environmental Law, 

Board of Directors World Affairs Council of Houston. Member of AAA ICDR International Panel and AAA 

Commercial and Energy Panels and of London Court of International Arbitration. Legal education: JD University 

of Kansas 1980; Editor-in-Chief, Kansas Law Review. Licensed in State of Texas. Experience areas: International 

oil and gas disputes, including Drilling Contracts, LNG Sales Contracts, Crude Oil Sales Contracts, Offshore 



Platform Design and Installation Contracts, Gas Supply Contracts, Joint Operating Agreements, Purchase and Sale 

Agreements, and Contracts with State Oil Companies and Host Governments. Past Instructor, HMAA Arbitrator 

Training.

W. ROBINS BRICE 
Brice Mediation 
The Caroline Center for Dispute Resolution 
5009 Caroline Street, Suite 100 
Houston, TX 77004 
713.275.8695 
713.807.1709 fax 
E-mail: robins.brice@bricemediation.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Univ. Texas (JD w/honors, 1972); Order of 
the Coif; Phi Delta Phi; Rice Univ. (M. CE, 1968)(B.A., 1967). Experience areas: 
maritime, offshore, and industrial injury litigation (personal injury, property damage and 
Contracts) -trials and appeals; Longshore Act defense (employers, underwriters); 
marine/energy insurance coverage issues. Bars: US Supreme Court; 5th & 11th Circuit 
Courts of Appeal, Texas. Member: Houston Bar Assn; ABA; State Bar of Texas; US 
Mar. Law Assn. Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, 1972-2007; 

JOHN W. BRITTON 
Gateway Maritime (Texas) Corp. 
9800 N. Seminary Rd. 
Edinburg, Texas 78541 
Telephone: (956) 607-2355; Fax: (281) 754-4692 
E-Mail: john_britton@gatewaymaritime.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Member: Connecticut Maritime Assoc.; 
Experience Areas: Ship brokerage, chartering (for owners, charterers and time 
charterers), laytime, demurrage, despatch, operation, booking notes, charter parties, bills 
of lading, liner contracts and operation, container operations, commodity sales. A member of the Connecticut Maritime 

Association, Arbitrator for Better Business Bureau Auto Line program. Certified Mediator and Trainer of Workplace Conflict; 

Member Association for Conflict Resolution, Houston Chapter; Certified Trainer of Mediation for the Harris County Dispute 

Resolution Center, and Mediation Group International. Citizen Mediator for the City of Houston and the HPD. HMAA

President and Director 2006 – 2008. President and partner in ADR Mediation Group, LLC, Houston, Texas.

JAMES F. BUCHANAN 
Welder, Leshian & Mahaffey, LLP 
800 N. Shoreline Blvd., Suite 300 North 
Corpus Christie, Texas 78401 
Telephone: (361) 561-8007; Fax: (361) 561-8001 
Residence: (361) 215-7011; Cell: (361) 779-1730 
E-Mail: jbuchanan@wlm-law.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, BBA, JD Univ. of Texas 1969/1971; 
Admitted Texas (Board Certified -Civil Trial); Member: MLA (Proctor), SE Admiralty 
Law Inst.; Certified Mediator CPR Dispute Resolution (Univ. of Texas); Experience 
areas: Trial/Arbitration/Mediation, Contracts, Charterparties, Marine Insurance, Cargo 
Claims (Dry, Bulk, chemical, Liquids), Ship Repair Contracts, Contracts of 
Affreightment, Collision, Personal Injury, Commercial Disputes, Oil & Gas, Well 
Damage, Pollution, Environmental. 

RON T. CAPEHART 
Galloway, Johnson, Tompkins, Burr & Smith 
1301 McKinney 



Suite 1400 
Houston, Texas 77010 
Tel 713.599.0700 
Fax 713.599.0777 
Cell 713.201.6476 
E-mail: rcapehart@gjtbs.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training. BS, University of Houston; JD, South Texas 
College of Law. Bars: Texas; US Supreme Court, Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, and US 
District Court for Southern Eastern, Northern and Western Districts of Texas. Certified 
Mediator, Center for Dispute Resolution. TLA ADR Panel Arbitrator and Mediator. 
Maritime and Transportation Attorney; Experience Areas: trial, arbitration and mediation 
of admiralty, trucking and intermodal transportation, contract disputes and insurance 
coverage issues, including Jones Act PI claims, collisions/allisions, cargo, charters, ship 
building and repairs, salvage involving blue and brown water vessels, drilling rigs, 
platforms and pipelines as well as trucking collisions, personal injury, property damage 
and cargo claims, bills of lading and USDOT audits and compliance. 

CAPT ALEX L. CATHRO 
Crawford & Company 
8866 Gulf Freeway, Suite 110 
Houston, Texas 77017 
Telephone: (713) 946-6327; Fax: (713) 947-0055 
Residence: 281-337-4347 Cell: (281) 910-0220 
E-Mail: Alex_Cathro@us_crawco_com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, Master Mariner, Licensed Texas Adjuster, 
Certified ISM Auditor, Class Surveyor All Texas Ports, Marine Surveyor/Adjuster. 
Experience Areas: Ship Master, Marine Superintendent, Marine Claims, Ship inspections, 
Project Cargo, Oil/Chemical/LPG Tankers, Towage Approval, Surveys of Shipyards and 
Port Facilities. 

NIRANJAN CHAKRABORTY 
Reliance Industries Limited, Petroleum Business 
Reliance Corporate Park, Bldg No 2, 2nd Floor, 'C' Wing, 
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400 701 
Mumbai, Maharashtra, INDIA Zip: 400 701 
Office:+91 22 44773286 
Fax: +91 22 44779663 
Cell:+91 9867550751 
Residence:+91 22 26171148 
E-Mail: ( 1) niranjan.chakraborty (2) n_chakraborty@vsnl.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration training,B.A., LL.B, Bombay University, Fellow, 
Narrottam Morarjee Institute of Shipping Management, Mumbai, Lloyds Maritime law 
summer school, Ex-Indian Navy;Coast Guard, Oman. Experience areas: Maritime 
Arbitrator, ICA, New Delhi, Admiralty, maritime, shipping ,trial/ arbitration, contracts, 
charterparties, cargo claims,demurrage,deep sea diving, international trade, bills of 
lading, marine inquiries, commercial disputes, marine insurance, oil & gas, underwater 
engineering, offshore specialised vessels,maritime personal injury. 

GEORGE CHANDLER
Hill Rivkins LLP
55 Waugh Drive, Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77007-5837
Direct: (713) 457-2289
Main: (713) 222-1515



Fax: (713) 222-1359
Mobile: (713) 398-7714
e-mail: gchandler@hillrivkins.com
Alt. e-mail: gchandleriii@gmail.com
web: www.hillrivkins.com
Background: Life Member; HMAA Founder/former Chairman/President/Director; BSME (Naval 

Architecture/Marine Engineering)(1963) -VA Tech, JD(1972) -Suffolk University Law School; Maritime 

Attorney; Naval Architect (Design/Structures/Stability/ Vibration); Professional Engineer (Massachusetts). 

Experience areas: trial/arbitration (HMAA, AAA, SMA), contracts, charter parties, demurrage/deadfreight, 

electronic trading/shipping, marine insurance, General Average/Salvage, product liability, cargo claims, refinery 

losses, trading (oil, chemicals, grains, metals, coffee/cocoa, cement), trade finance, offshore, EDI/Electronic 

Commerce, shipbuilding/repair, safe berth disputes, collisions/allisions.

MICHAEL K. CLANN 
Michael Clann Incorporated 
6 Blalock Woods Street 
Houston, Texas 77024 
Telephone: (713) 623-6642; Fax: (713) 623-6815 
Residence: (713) 467-2545 
E-Mail: MClann@aol.com 
Background: Tulane University Law School-J.D. 1969; Mediator/ 
Arbitrator-1991 to present; Maritime Attorney 1969-1991. Adjunct Lecturer 
(Commercial Negotiation) EMBA Program, University of Houston School of Business; 
Adjunct Professor (Legal Negotiation), University of Houston Law School (1989 to 
Present); Corporate Negotiation Training Programs; Author/Lecturer on ADR; Faculty, 
Attorney-Mediators Institute. Experience Areas: Admiralty, Oil & Gas/Energy, Insurance 
Coverage, Personal Injury, Business/ Commercial/Contracts, Construction, Business 
Torts, International, Product Liability, Professional Liability, Workers Compensation, 
Labor/Employment, FELA/Railroad, Cargo, Charter Parties, 

MARK COHEN 
Cohen, Gorman & Puttman, L.L.P 
1010 Lamar Street, Suite 1000 
Houston, Texas 77002-6314 
Telephone: 713-224-0628 Fax: 713-224-7487 
Cell: (832) 725-6750 
Email: mcohen@cgptexas.com 

ROBERT C. DAVEE 
Eastham, Watson Dale & Forney LLP 
2000 Niels Esperson Bldg, 808 Travis 
Houston, Texas 77002-5769 
Telephone: (713) 225-0905; Fax: (713) 225-2907 
Residence: (713) 781-5359; 
E-Mail: rdavee@pdq.net; Alt E-Mail: rcd@easthamhou.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Maritime Attorney (JD, Texas 1958), Of 
Counsel to EWD&F; Graduate, Naval Eng. School (Chief Eng. & Deck Off., 
Destroyers); Experience areas: Marine Investigations, Trials, Collisions, Fire, Explosion, 
Cargo Loss or Damage, Charterparty Disputes, General Average, Salvage and Insurance 
Coverage. 

JAMES M. DAVIN 
Julian & Seele PC 



11767 Katy Freeway, Suite350 
Houston, Texas 77079
Telephone: (281) 293-9275; Fax: (281) 293-0146 
Residence: (713) 464-5130 
E-Mail: jdavin@julianandseele.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Admiralty/Maritime Law -15 years; Ogden 
Marine, Inc.; additional areas; finance, accounting. 

THOMAS O. DEEN 
Deen ADR
P.O. Box 110
LaPorte, Texas 77572
Telephone: (713) 828-1580; Fax: (281) 470-8954
Cell: (713) 828-1580
E-Mail: DeenADR@comcast.net

Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BA Emory University (1977); JD South Texas College of Law, (1983); 
Maritime attorney. Experience Areas: bills of lading; cargo claims; Charter Parties and Contracts of Affreightment; 
freight, demurrage and deadfreight claims; repair disputes, vessel collisions and allisions, maritime liens, Marine
Insurance; personal Injury.

THOMAS J. DONOVAN 
Globe Consultants 
P.O. Box 996 
Humble, Texas 77347 
Telephone: (713) 526-3748; Fax: (281) 548-1136 
Residence: (281) 446-7736; Cell: (832) 647-4880 
E-Mail: globeconsul@earthlink.net 
Background: HMAA VP-Membership; HMAA Arbitration Training; BS (Marine Eng.) SUNYMC, 
MBA -University of Houston; Licensed Eng-stm/dies; USCG Captains 
license, Certified Mediator. Experience areas: pre-ISSC surveys for ISPS; petroleum loss 
control, labor contract negotiations (management/labor), vetting 
surveys, design/construction and repair (ocean/inland), expert witness, non-exclusive 
surveyor Isthmus Bureau of Shipping SA (IBS). 

WILLIAM DOUGLAS 
CME -Gulf Region 
6114 Spruce Bough Court 
Kingwood, TX 77346 
Telephone: (713) 674-1236 
Residence: (281) 360-0157 
E-Mail: wdoug48420@earthlink.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training. Master Mariner with command experience, 
educational qualifications, involving in training of mariners for nineteen years. 

WILLIAM (ANDY) A. DURHAM 
Eastham Watson Dale & Forney LLP 
The Niels Esperson Building 
808 Travis Street, 20th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002-5769 
Telephone: (713) 225-0905; Fax: (713) 225-2907 
Residence: (713) 660-9530; Pagr: (888) 371-9651 
E-Mail: wad@EasthamHou.com 



Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Maritime Attorney. Experience areas: all 
cargo claims (dry, chemical and liquid), charter party, contracts of affreightment, bills of 
lading, marine insurance, ship repair contracts, demurrage and freight, collision, property 
damage, contract and commercial disputes. 

CHRISTOPHER M. DUPUY 
Dupuy & Associates P.C. 
2600 South Shore BLVD Suite 300 
League City, Texas 77573 
Telephone: (281) 668-9121; Fax: (281) 668-9123 
E-Mail: admiralty@southshorelegal.com 

DON L. DYKSTRA 
Back-Haul Shipping Inc. 
17625 El Camino Real #308 
Houston, Texas 77058 
Telephone: (281) 480-4888; Fax: (281) 480-4901 
Cell: (281) 782-7140; E-mail: dykstra0496@sbcglobal.net 
Background: HMAA Training; BS M.M. Academy. Master’s License. BSc & MBA Un. 
of Calif. Previously employed by Maersk and by Shell Oil Co. in Marine Operations and 
Chartering departments. Fellow of the Nautical Institute. Author of COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT in SHIPPING; published in 2005 by the NI. Member of BIMCO since 
1995. Experience: Operated 2 OBOs for own account, commercial management, charter 
parties, bills of lading, letters of credit, laytime & demurrage, cargo measurement, draft 
surveys, speed & fuel consumption claims. Directed LMAA (London) and SMA (New 
York) arbitration cases for own account. 

IKE EHIRIBE 
7 Stone Buildings, First Floor, Lincoln’s Inn 
London UK Post Code: WC2A 3SZ 
Tel: +44(0)207 242 8848 
Fax: +44(0)207 242 8849
Cell: +44(0) 07957140269 
Private Fax: +44(0)1582647788 
E-Mail: ehiribe@aol.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, SMA Arbitration Training, A.R.I.A.S. (UK) 
Arbitration Training; Barrister, Chartered Arbitrator, and Accredited Mediator, 
F.C.I.Arb.; Q.D.R., Called English Bar 1996, Called Nigerian Bar 1982. Member, 
London Shipping Law Centre. Experience: Cargo claims, including damage and loss, 
Commodity Sales, Bills of Lading, Carriage of Goods by Sea, including Oil and Gas, 
Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Sea, contracts of affreightment, International 
Trade, Maritime Contracts, Marine Insurance, some Personal Injury. Expert on Nigerian 
Commercial Law. 

JOHN M. ELSLEY 
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, L.L.P. 
1001 McKinney, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77002-6418 
Telephone: (713) 224-8380; Fax: (713) 225-9945 
Residence: (713) 522-6898 
E-Mail: john.elsley@roystonlaw.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Practicing Attorney; Experience Areas: 
Cargo, charter party, collision, contracts of affreightment, demurrage and freight, general 
average, inland tug and barge, marine insurance, offshore drilling, personal injury, ship 



building/repair, vessel arrest and lien claims. 

ROBERT E. ETTLE 
Offshore Marine Consultants, LLC 
19767 Highway 450 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
Telephone: (985) 839-6444; Fax: (985) 839-6274 
Residence: (985) 839-6444 
E-Mail: BobEttle@earthlink.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Master Mariner, any gross tons upon oceans, 
and Offshore Installation Manager of MODUs without restriction; BS -Marine 
Engineering (USCG Academy 1961); MS -Oceanography (Naval Postgraduate School 1969); 
MBA (Kent State University -1978). Experience Areas: 20 years USCG 
including 8 years at sea and 3 years command sea; 15 years mobilizing and setting-up 
MODUs; 5 years managing construction of offshore support vessels. Towing, search and 
rescue, deep-water mooring and anchor-handling, dynamic positioning, jack-up and semi-
submersible MODU mobilization, port and terminal safety/security, oceanographic 
research, and construction or repair of vessels and MODUs. 

MARC FAZIOLI 
3D Marine USA, Inc. 
12411 Donna Drive 
Houston, Texas 77067 
Telephone: Office: (281) 444-9495 (24 Hrs.) 
Fax: (281) 444-8874 
Cell: (281) 224-0103 
E-Mail: MFazioli@3dmarine.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS, Marine Transportation, Texas A&M 
University; USCG Licensed Master with STCW, GMDSS, Tankerman PIC 
qualifications; Experience serving on Crude Oil/Product Tankers, Container Ships, 
Towing Vessels, RO/RO, Geared Bulkers. Served as Captain of Cargo, Passenger 
and Research Vessels; Former Harbor Pilot, Kwajalein, RMI; Former Lecturer, 
Marine Transportation, Texas A&M University; Current Marine Surveyor/Consultant 
with emphasis on Tanker issues, steel products, general cargoes, pollution/safety, and 
condition surveys; Specialized Training in Hatch Cover Inspections (Ultrasonic), 
OSHA Shipyard Competent Person (SCP). 

PETER M. FERRELL III 
Ferrell & Ferrell, L.L.P. 
90 Crystal Run Road, Suite 409 
Middletown, New York 10941 
Telephone: (845) 703-1553; Fax: (845) 703-1558 
E-Mail: pferrell@warwick.net 
Background: former HMAA VP/Rules Comm/ Training Instructor; Employment: 
Practicing attorney (20+ years), Assoc. -Freehill Hogan & Mahar (NYC), international 
staff counsel -Amoco Corp. (Chicago), Dir. Refining & Marketing Law -Coastal Corp. 
(Houston). Experience areas: Counsel of Record -various maritime arbitrations, 
oil/chemical tankers (domestic/international), barge transportation, oil/chemical trading, 
offshore E&P, environmental, regulatory, (shipowner and charterer/ cargo perspectives). 

Thomas C. Fitzhugh III

FITZHUGH & ELLIOTT, P.C.

www.fitzhugh.net



12727 Kimberley Lane, Suite 302

Houston, Texas 77024-4053

713-465-7395 (phone)

713-465-0845 (fax)

tcf@longshore.org

ALEXANDER FORTI 
Marine Consultant/Arbitrator 
Heritage Hills, 480c (May -Dec.) 
Somers, New York 10589 
Telephone: (914) 276-2433; Fax: (914) 276-3963 
Regency Highlands (Jan.-April) 
3912 S. Ocean Blvd., Apt. 714 
Highland, Florida 33487 
Telephone: (561) 272-3615; Fax: (561) 278-6977 
E-Mail: alforti@ aol.com 
Background: Member Society of Maritime Arbitrators of NY (participated in approx. 200 
Awards); Chartering Manager: American Ultramar; Bethlehem Steel; Skaarup Shipping. 
Experience areas: Ship Chartering & Operations, Tankers, Barges, Dry Bulk Ships, 
Refineries, Oil Terminals, cargo claims, Petroleum Products, Charter Parties. 

GERALD A. GALLION 
Kirby Corporation 
55 Waugh Drive, Suite 1000 
Houston, Texas 77007 
Telephone: (713) 435-1170; Fax: (713) 435-1055 
Residence: (281) 496-3374 
E-Mail: jerry.gallion@kirbycorp.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS-U.S. Coast Guard Academy, JD-Univ. of 
Miami, MAS-Johns Hopkins Univ., CDR, USCG(Ret.), Maritime Attorney (TX, LA, FL,
DC bars, MLA); Attorney/Mediator (TX); Kirby Corporation -Corporate Counsel; 
Licensed Deck Officer; Experience Areas: arbitration mediation, marine safety, collision, 
oil pollution, hazardous substance pollution, casualty investigation, contracts, charter 
parties, marine insurance, vessel transactions and documentation, maritime liens, 
maritime personal injury and death. 

MICHAEL S. GRANT 
Minton Treharne & Davies (USA) Inc. 
700 Rockmead Drive, Suite 170 
Houston, Texas 77339 
Telephone: (281) 359-6003; Fax: (281) 359-6131 
Residence: (281) 360-0261; Fax: (281) 361-4655 
Cellular: (281) 732-3143 
E-Mail: mgrant@mtdusa.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; President of Company handling Marine 
Claims; Licensed Texas Marine Adjuster. Experience Areas: Liability & Marine claims 
investigating/adjusting; marine insurance coverage; loss control; refinery/oil terminal 
losses; crude oil, petrochemical and chemical shortages/contaminations. 

MAX N. GROSSEY 
MINTON TREHARNE & DAVIES (USA) INC. 



700 Rockmead Drive, Suite 170 
Kingwood, Texas 77339 
Telephone: (281) 359-6003; Fax: (281) 359-6131 
Cellular: (281) 682-2652 
E-Mail: mgrossey@mtdusa.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; B.Sc. Geochemistry-University of Reading, 
England; member of American Chemical Society; Committee Member of ASTM. 
Experience areas: claims investigation for petroleum, petrochemical, edible oils and 
related industries; loss control and quantity reconciliations. Investigation and assessment 
of pollution incidents; review and coordination of mitigation efforts for cargo 
contamination. 

CHARLES D. HARRISON 
Independent Maritime Consulting (Gulf) Ltd. 
1560 W. Bay Area Blvd., Suite 270 
Friendswood, Texas 77546 
Telephone: (281) 480-4260; Fax: (281) 480-4225 
Residence: (281) 481-2225; Cell: (713) 252-8990 
E-Mail: dharrison@independentmaritime.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration training; BS Marine Engineering -California Maritime 
Academy. Nuclear Power Training USMMA. Licensed Steam/Diesel/ Nuclear. Five 
years at sea; marine surveyor since 1971. Experience Areas: hull, cargo, machinery, 
personal injury, safety and liability, expert witness. Member SNAME, ASNE, SAMS, 
IIMS. 

CHRISTOPHER R. HART 
Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
Telephone: (713) 651-5151; Fax: (713) 651-5246 
Residence: (713) 723-5947 
E-Mail: chart@fulbright.com 
Alt E-Mail: chart@Houston.rr.com 
Background: BS 1983, US Merchant Marine Academy; JD 1990, Duke University 
School of Law; Licensed Second Mate; sailed three years, experience in shoreside 
management of tankers and dry bulkers; practicing admiralty attorney. HMAA 
Arbitration Training. 

DARREL J. HARVEY 
Alan C. Mcclure Associates, Inc. 
2600 South Gessner, Suite 504 
Houston, Texas 77063-3270 
Telephone: (713) 789-1840; Fax: (713) 789-1347 
Residence: (281) 379-2926; 
E-Mail: darrelh@acma.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; AAA Arbitration Training (Commercial 
Dispute Resolution, Construction Dispute Resolution); BSE (Naval Arch./Marine Eng.) 
Univ. of Michigan; Experience Areas: Construction/Repair/Modifications/Surveys Ships 
& MODUs, Class & Flag Issues, Repair & Construction Specifications, Tug & 
Barge Operations ( Small Vessels), Marine Construction Management. 

CHARLES F. HERD, JR. 
Lanier Law Firm
6810 FM 1960 West, 



Houston, TX 77069
Telephone: (713) 659-5200; Fax: (713) 659-2204 
Residence: (281) 370-7550
Cell: (281) 507-9973
E-Mail: cherd@lanierlawfirm.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BA, Vanderbilt University; JD University of 
Louisville; LLM, Admiralty, Tulane University, Attorney (Texas, Louisiana and 
Kentucky Bars), Mediator -Dispute Resolution Center. Member: MLA: Houston 
Mariners Club (Skipper, 1999-2000); SEALI; Houston Marine Ins. Seminar (Planning 
Comm). Experience areas: Trial/Arbitration/Mediation, Admiralty, Oil & Gas, Insurance 
Coverage, Product Liability, Longshore & Harbor Workers' Compensation claims, 
Personal Injury, Contracts, Charter Parties, Emergency Response/Pollution, Marine 
Insurance, Shipbuilding/ Repair, Salvage, Demurrage, Cargo Damage claims, Vessel and 
Shipping Disputes, Vessel Arrest and in rem claims, and Offshore Rig Casualties. 

W. JERRY HOOVER 
Attorney*Mediator*Arbitrator
3 Riverway, Suite 1800 
Houston, Texas 77056 
Telephone: (713) 622-0650; Fax: (713) 622-0676 
E-Mail: JerryHoover@ADRtexas.com
www.ADRtexas.com>
Background: Arbitration Training: AAA (Basic Arb. Training, Construction Workshop, 
Adv. Commercial Training, Adv. Construction II), NASD (Arbitration, Mediation, 
Chairperson Training), USPS REDRESS Training, AA White Dispute Resolution Inst 
(Univ. of Houston); Education: BSBA, MBA Univ. of Florida, 1972/1973, Graduate 
Banking Degree, LSU 1978, JD South Texas 1981; Admitted to Practice, Texas; 
Member: Texas Bar Foundation (Fellow), Houston Bar Foundation (Fellow), AA White DR Inst. (Board of 
Advisors/Faculty), State Bar of Texas (ADR Section); Houston Bar Association - ADR Section Chair (2009-2010) 
Assn for Conflict Resolution, Inst. for Responsible Resolution (Charter Member); Experience areas: Complex Civil 
Litigation, General & Commercial Law, Business, Banking, Contracts, Construction, 
Real Estate, Employment, Environmental, Pre-litigation/mediation. 

MICHAEL K. HOPE
North Of England P&I Association Ltd.
Baltic Place, South Shore Road, Gateshead,
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE8 3BA , U.K.
Telephone: 011-44(191)-232-5221; Fax: 011-44(191)261-0540
Residence: 011-44(1661) 860 496
E-Mail: michael.hope@nepia.com
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; B. A. 1983, University of Texas; J.D. 1987,
University of Houston; Admitted to practice in Texas (1987), D.C.(1988); and Maine
(1990); Maritime Attorney. Manager, FD&D Department at North of England P&I Assoc. Ltd.
Member: MLA and Supporting Member of the LMAA
Experience areas: trial and arbitration; all cargo claims (dry and liquid); time and voyage charter party
disputes; marine insurance; bunker quality disputes; ship repair contracts; collisions; and sale & purchase disputes

LAWRENCE JACOBSON 
Mediator/Arbitrator 
Houck, Hamilton & Anderson 
2300 South Biscayne Blvd. Suite 300 
Miami, Florida 33131 
Telephone: (305) 372-9044; Fax: (305) 372-5044 
Cell: (954)559-1740 



E-Mail: ljacobson@houckhamilton.com 
Background: SMA Arbitration Training; SUNY Oswego, B.A. (1974), Univ. San Diego, 
J.D. (1977); NY Bar; MLA (Mediation/Arbitration Comm.), Soc. Maritime Arb. -NY, 
SE Admiralty Law Inst., London Mar. Arbitration Assoc. (Supporting Member). 
Experience areas: Charter Party/Contract disputes, P&I -cargo/P.I./collision/oil 
pollution/property damage, ship operations, brokerage, sale/purchase, ship repair, agency, 
documentary fraud and insurance coverage. 

WLLIAM M. JENSEN 
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, L.L.P. 
711 Louisiana, Suite 500 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713) 224-8380; Fax: (713) 225-9945 
Residence: (713) 467-3633 
E-Mail: bill.jensen@roystonlaw.com 
Background: HMAA Director; University of Colorado, B.A. (1962), J.D. (1969). 
Maritime Attorney; Law Clerk, Judge Joe Ingraham, U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
(1969-1971). Lt. (Engineering Officer) USNR (1962-1966). Member, Maritime Law 
Association of the United States. HMAA Arbitration Training. Experience areas: trial, 
arbitration of maritime labor and employment disputes, personal injury, collision, cargo, 
charter parties, bills of lading, customs, immigration, marine insurance.Certified 
mediator. 

A. THOMAS KAJANDER 
Kajander & Greene PC 
17 S. Briar Hollow, Suite 302 
Houston, Texas 77027 
Telephone: (713) 963-9400; Fax: (713) 963-9401 
Residence: (713) 827-7513; Cell: (713) 410-2208 
E-Mail: kajhou@yahoo.com 
Alt. E-Mail: tomkajander@kajandergreene.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training 

C. SCOTT KINZEL 
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, L.L.P. 
1001 McKinney, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77002-6418 
Telephone: (713) 224-8380; Fax: (713) 225-9945 
Residence: (281) 225-9501 
E-Mail: scott.kinzel@roystonlaw.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training. Practicing attorney (admitted Texas and 
California Bars, U.S. Court of International Trade); BS Maritime Administration (summa 
cum laude) Texas A&M University at Galveston; JD (with honors) University of Texas 
School of Law; Association for Transportation Law, Logistics and Policy; Maritime Law 
Association of the United States (Proctor Member); Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute 
(Houston Port Director, 1998-99; Editorial Board, 1994-98). Experience areas: bills of 
lading, business torts, cargo damage/loss/theft, charter parties, contract/commercial/ 
property disputes, marine casualties, maritime liens and freight claims, rail and truck 
transportation, seizure/wrongful seizure. 

EDWARD W. KNUTSEN 
The Cypress Group, Inc. 
13926 San Saba Canyon Lane 
Cypress, TX 77429



Telephone: (281) 351-2069; Fax: (281) 370-0376 
Residence: (281) 351-2069
Cell phone: (281) 923-5888
E-Mail: Ed.Knutsen@thecypressgroup.org 
Background: HMAA President/ViceChmn//Director; HMAA Arbitration Training; 
C.E.O. of company; President of Coscol Marine Corp. and Coastal Tankships USA, Inc 
(1989-2001); Commandant of US Merchant Marine Academy (1969-1977); B.S. 1960 U.
S. Merchant Marine Academy; MBA 1975 -Pace University. Experience areas: Bulk, 
Breakbulk, and Tanker Operations, Management and Administration; Licensed and 
experienced Ship's Master; Captain, USNR (Ret). 

RICHARD L. LIONBERGER 
Lionberger & Associates
Pennzoil Place - South Tower
711 Louisiana Street, Suite 500
Houston TX 77002
Telephone: (713) 224-7100 
E-Mail: rlionberger@rll-law.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; B.S. Petroleum Engineering, Texas A&M 
University, 1972; J.D., University of Texas, 1979; General Counsel of Diamond 
Offshore Drilling, Inc. from 1992 to 1998; five years experience as a drilling 
foreman, drilling engineer and company representative on drillships and 
semisubmersible, jackup, tender, and platform drilling rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, 
North Sea, Persian Gulf, and Mediterranean. Experience areas: domestic and 
international vessel purchases, sales, financing, joint ventures, charters, drilling 
contracts, service contracts, and construction and modification contracts; acquisitions 
and divestitures of companies; personal injury and property damage claims 
management. 

NIELS B. LYNGSO 
West Gulf Maritime Association 
1717 East Loop, Suite: 200 
Houston, Texas 77029 
Telephone: Office: 713-715-6443 
Cell: 713-471-0332 
Residence: 4808 Coachman Drive, Baytown, Texas 77521 
E-Mail: nlyngso@wgma.org and Lyngso@lyngso-porterhouse.com 
Background: Vessel operations and chartering, cargo handling, contract negotiation 
and execution. P&I claim presentation, maritime arbitration and expert witness in 
cases involving charter-party disputes, sinking, loss of cargo, murder and assault. 

DANA K. MARTIN 
Hill Rivkins LLP
55 Waugh Drive, Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77007
Telephone: (713) 222-1515
Telefax: (713) 222-1359
Direct Line: (713) 457-2287
Email: dmartin@hillrivkins.com
Website: www.hillrivkins.com
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Maritime Attorney (J.D. U. Houston 
1984), B.S. Mechanical Engineering (S.D. State U. 1977); Engineer -Oil Production 
(refining; USCG certified dockman). Experience areas: 
trial/mediation/marine/aviation/ ground transportation, cargo claims, products 



liability, personal injury, border problems (transportation/storage), classification 
matters, trading (oil, chemicals, grains, metals), offshore problems. 

MIKE MAHAFFEY 
Mike Mahaffey PLLC 
496 S. Castell Avenue 
P.O. Box 311643 
New Braunfels, TX 78131-1643 
Telephone: (830) 620-1515 Ext 13, Fax: (830) 620-5334 
Residence: (930) 525-1310 
E-Mail: mmahaffey@mahaffeymediation.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BA 1961 and LLB 1963, University of 
Texas; Of Counsel, Welder, Leshin & Mahaffey LLP, Corpus Christi; Certified 
Mediator; Proctor, MLA; SEALI, Former Director. Experience Areas: Commercial 
Disputes, Contracts, Indemnity Disputes, Marine Insurance Contracts & Coverage. 

GEORGE E. MCCARTHY III 
Cormac Maritime LLC 
P.O. Box 16395 
Sugar Land, TX 77496-6395 
Telephone: (281) 494-7157; Fax: (281) 494-7157 
E-Mail: gemccarthy@cormacmaritime.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS Marine Transportation -Texas A&M 
1984, MBA International Trade/Finance -St. Thomas University 1994; Captain US 
Navy Reserve; President of Marine Logistics company; formerly SVP Marine at El 
Paso and Coastal. Experience areas: demurrage, loss control, finance, accounting, 
insurance, systems, oil tankers, barges, chartering, operations, hull/machinery/P&I 
claims, union negotiations, labor disputes, naval vessel contract operations. Fluent 
French, English. 

HOWARD M. MCCORMACK 
Burke & Parsons 
100 Park Avenue 30th floor 
New York, NY 10017-5533 
Telephone: (516)746-2311; Fax: (516) 746-2311 
Residence: (516) 746-4154; Cell: (516) 382-4696 
e mail: marlex@optonline.net 
Background: AB, cum laude, Holy Cross (1954); LLB Fordham Univ. Law School; 
LLM NYU Law School, International Law; U.S. Navy 1954-1957; Commander Judge 
Advocate General Corps , USNR (Ret.), Adjunct Prof., Fordham Law School, 
and Hofstra Law School; Maritime Counsel, Bethlehem Steel Corp. (1971-79); 
Partner, Healy & Baillie LLP (1979-2003), Counsel Burke and Parsons 2004, 
President, MLA (1998-2000); Chairman, Average Adjusters of the U.S.; Titulary 
Member, CMI; Member, LMAA-London; AAA; Member, Tulane Advisory Board; 
Member Southeast Admiralty Law Inst.; Experience areas: maritime/commercial 
arbitration, marine casualties, ship building contracts, marine insurance, 
maritime/commercial litigation. 

PETER A. MCLAUCHLAN 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400 | Houston, Texas 77002-5011
713-276-5730 direct
713-276-6730 fax



713-291-6292 cell
www.gardere.com
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS Mar Eng. (Honors) USMMA, 1981, 
JD St Johns Univ. 1985; Admitted to Practice: NY, Texas; Member: MLA, 
Transportation Law Assn (Co-Chair, Aviation Comm), Assn of Int'l Petroleum 
Negotiators, Who’s Who in American Law; Experience areas: Litigation, Maritime, 
Aviation, Commercial, Professional Liability, Energy, Environmental, Insurance, 
Refinery & Terminal Operations; USGC Licensed 3rd Mate/ 3rd Asst. Eng. 

DAVE S. MILLER 
3100 Richmond, Suite 500, 
Houston, TX 77098 
Telephone: (713) 397-6282 
E-Mail: dsm@qzip.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Extensive U.S. and international 
experience in vessel and barge operations, new vessel construction, vessel repairs, 
shipowner -shipyard disputes, marine financing, offshore construction, offshore oil 
exploration and production, diving and underwater services, and geophysical 
exploration...Former president of a major offshore supply vessel company...Fifteen 
years experience as a management consultant in a variety of marine and non-marine 
industries... MBA, Harvard University; BSE, Naval Architecture and Marine 
Engineering, University of Michigan; officer on an oceangoing tug in the U.S. Navy, 
attended Salvage Officer (diving) School. 

JAMES I. MONTANO 
Aon Risk Services Of Texas, Inc. 
2000 Bering Drive, Suite 900 
Houston, Texas 77057-3790 
Telephone: (713) 430-6884; Fax: (713) 430-6581 
Residence: (281) 556-5125 
E-Mail: jim_montano@ars.aon.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; B.A., University of New Mexico; M.A., 
Villanova University; J.D., Villanova School of Law. Active Duty, U.S. Navy, 7 
years, LCDR, Surface Warfare Officer designation. Proctor in Admiralty, Maritime 
Law Association of the U.S. Licensed Adjustor, Texas Department of Insurance. 
Licensed Recording Agent, Texas Department of Insurance. Member, Association of 
Average Adjusters of the U.S.; Correspondent, Association of Average Adjusters 
(U.K.); member, Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute. Experience areas: Hull & 
Machinery, contractors equipment, construction all-risks, cargo insurance claims, 
asbestos personal injury claims. Present: Sr. Vice President, claims, Aon Risk 
Services (formerly Adams & Porter). 

ROBERT H. NICHOLAS, Jr.
Phelps Dunbar LLP
700 Louisiana Street, Suite 2600
Houston, Texas 77002
Telephone: (713) 877-5502
Facsimile: (713) 626-1388
Email:  robert.nicholas@phelps.com
Admitted: Texas Bar 1966; US Supreme Court; Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals; US District Court for Eastern 
and Southern Districts of Texas. Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS Lamar University, JD Univ. of 
Texas 1966; Proctor Member MLA; Retired Exxon Mobil 1998; General Counsel of Exxon Shipping Company 
at time of Exxon Valdez grounding; Admiralty and Environmental Counsel to SeaRiver Maritime, Inc.  
Currently counsel to Phelps Dunbar LLP. Experience areas: Maritime trial and arbitration, drafting charter 



parties/contracts of affreightment, oil and gas, petrochemical, dry bulk, container, and seismic vessel charters, 
Maritime insurance, cargo claims, demurrage/laytime disputes, commercial disputes involving oil and gas 
offshore drilling and contractor service agreements, state and federal pollution/oil spill liability issues. Vessel 
owner/shipyard new vessel construction and repair contract disputes. US Customs & Border Protection import 
and entry of SPAR platforms, US GOM.  

TONY NUNES
Cogan & Partners LLP
1001 McKinney Street, Suite 1600
Houston, Texas 77002
Cell phone: 713 530 9609
Direct Dial: 713 651 1886
tnunes@coganpartners.com

KEVIN O’GORMAN 
Partner at Fulbright & Jaworski LLP 
Fulbright Tower 
1301 McKinney Suite: 5100 
Houston, TX 77010-3095 
Telephone: Office: 713-651-3771 
Fax: 713-651-5246 Cell: 
Residence: 
E-Mail: kogorman@fulbright.com 
Background: Instructor, HMAA Arbitrator Training Course(2007, 2009, 2010). Co-Chair, ABA International 

Arbitration Committee. Broad experience as arbitrator and counsel. Particular experience in energy (upstream and 

downstream), commercial, construction, maritime and marine insurance disputes. Member: HMAA and American 

Arbitration Association Panels of Arbitrators. Admitted to practice in Texas, New York, and England and Wales 

(solicitor). Full CV at http://www.fulbright.com/kogorman

F. TIM PEASE 
Consultant 
2329 Merion Drive 
League City, Texas 77573 
Telephone: (281) 334-9805; Fax: (281) 334-9805 
E-Mail: f.tim@world.net.att.net 
Website: www.deepoceandrilling.com 
Background: Consultant/Expert; AAA Arbitration Training; BSCE -Rice U., MSCE 
U. Houston, Harvard Adv. Management Prog.; P.E. Texas; Member: SNAME, 
ASCE, Soc. Pet. Eng. (AIME), MTS; formerly Sr VP -The Offshore Co., Proj. Eng. Brown 
& Root; USNR; Honors: Offshore Energy Center -3 Awards, SNAME -
Blakely Smith Medal, API -Citation; Experience areas: design, construction/repair, 
engineering, R&D and management of mobile offshore drill units, technical advisor, 
patents (9 as inventor/co-inventor). 

JOHN R. PEARSON 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400 
Houston, TX 77002 
Telephone: (713) 276-5782; Fax: (713) 276-6782 
Residence: (713) 621-7755; Cell (713) 823-9103 
E-Mail: jpearson@gardere.com or pearson.jr@gmail.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BE Chemical Engineering Vanderbilt 



University 1965; JD Texas 1968; Legal Officer, USCG Reserve (1968-1971); 
Maritime Attorney Houston 1971 to present; University of Texas Admiralty & 
Maritime Law Institute; Maritime Law Association; Experience areas: 
trial/arbitration and mediation of maritime and oil & gas matters, including 
indemnity, insurance coverages, contract and tort, collision/allision, cargo, personal 
injury/death, charterparty disputes, maritime liens, general average; drilling rigs and 
platforms, pipelines, pollution. 

L. KEITH REAY
3D Marine Usa, Inc.
14410 W. Sylvanfield
Houston, Texas 77014
Telephone: (281) 444-9495; Fax: (281) 444-8874
Residence: (936) 856-1672
E-Mail: lkreay@3dmarine.com
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; C. Eng, B.Sc Eng. University of London;
Practicing Marine Engineering Consultant and Marine Surveyor:-
Experience: 30 years in positions at sea and shoreside, with 12 years seaservice including actual time served as 
Licensed Ocean Going Chief Engineer; Shoreside electro-mechanical and heavy engineering environments; 
Oceangoing Fleet Operations and Ship Management; Maintenance, Repairs, Drydockings and Conversions;
Appointed by Cyprus Government Maritime Authority as Flag State Inspector of Shipping;
Expert Witness Duties in respect of collisions, damages, machinery,equipment, cargos, marine structures; 
Member: IMARE, SAMS, MCMS, MIEE.

JOHN E. RICE 
Resk Maritime Resources, Inc. 
102 – B East 5th Street
Houston, Texas 77027
Telephone: Office: (713) 623-8547 (direct) 
Cell: (713) 202-4026 
Residence: (713) 666-4595 
E-Mail: johnr@reskresources.com 
Background: Maritime Industry since 1962 -as ships agent, ship broker, bunker 
broker, commercial operator and manager. Past 25 years concentrating on 
operation/management of gas carriers -3K to 75K CBM trading worldwide in all 
certified products. 

WINSTON E. RICE 
Winston E. Rice LLC 
527 E. Boston Street, Suite 201 
Covington, Louisiana 70433-2948 
Telephone: (985) 893-8949; Fax: (985) 292-3501 
Residence: (985) 893-8934; Cell: (504) 450-7709 
E-Mail: rice@ricellc.com 
Background: Former Senior Partner of Rice Fowler; member of Texas, Colorado & 
Louisiana Bars; Former Consulting Geologists & Offshore Roustabout, Floorhand & 
Barge Engineer; MM5 Certified Supervisor of Drilling, Workover and Completion 
Operators; Qualified and Experienced Mediator and Arbitrator in area of Insurance 
Coverage loss of/damage to cargo; Exploration and Production including control of well 
mass; Exposures to toxics; Current MLA Membership Secretary and MLA Delegate to 
CMI International Sub-Committee on Offshore Mobile Units; HMAA Arbitration 
Training. 

EDWIN J. ROLAND 



Roland Maritime Consultants 
6227 Woods Bridge Way 
Houston, texas 77007 
Telephone: (713) 861-3837; Fax: (713) 861-6564 
Residence: (713) 861-4384 
E-Mail: eroland@houston.rr..com 
Background: Member, Society of Maritime Arbitrators of New York; Consultant; 
formerly, President -Teekay/Bona Shipping (USA); VP Operations Planning and 
Transportation -Amoco Oil Co.; VP (Technical) -Holland America Line; VP (Marine) Coastal 
Corp.; Commercial/operational/technical positions -Conoco, Inc.; USCG (10 
years); Experience areas: chartering, vessel operations, shipbuilding, oil refining & 
marketing, contracts, P&I insurance, and crisis management. BS -USCG Academy; MS Naval 
Architecture/Marine Eng., Nuclear Eng., and Business Administration. 

ROBERT J. RYNIKER 
Bell Ryniker Letorneau 
5847 San Felipe, Suite 4600 
Houston, Texas 77057 
Telephone: (713) 871-8822; Fax: (713) 871-8844 
Residence: (713) 531-1234 
E-Mail: rryniker@brlpc.com 
Background: HMAA Chairman/Secretary/Dir.; Practicing Attorney; Experience Areas: 
litigation/ arbitration/mediation/trial/appellate work in general liability, aviation, 
admiralty and maritime matters in Texas and New York involving cargo claims, hull 
claims, "Jones Act" PI claims, LHWCA claims, Charterparty disputes, collision, general 
average, maritime liens salvage, marine/general liability insurance coverages, toxic tort 
and malpractice defense. Attorney-Mediator, State of Texas and US District Court, SD of 
Texas. 

ANÍBAL SABATER 
Partner
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
1301 McKinney Suite: 5100
Houston, Texas 77010-3095
Office: 713 651 5548
Fax: 713 651 5246
E-Mail: asabater@fulbright.com
Background: Frequently serves as arbitrator or counsel in arbitration cases (full details appear at 
www.fulbright.com/asabater). Has worked on disputes involving dredging work, maritime transportation, 
insurance, and freight issues. Languages: Spanish and English. Admitted to practice: California, England & Wales, 
and Spain. Registered as Foreign Legal Consultant in Texas. Memberships include: AAA/ICDR Chairman of 
Translation Committee; London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA); and Executive Committee of the 
Institute for Transnational Arbitration.

ALAN G. SAMPSON 
Benckenstein & Oxford LLP 
P.O. Drawer 150 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 
Telephone: (409) 833-9182; Fax: (409) 833-8819 
Cell phone: (409) 781-0604 
E-Mail: asampson@benoxford.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, Maritime attorney (J.D. Texas 1971)(BBA 
Lamar Univ. 1968); partner and practicing lawyer with Benckenstein & Oxford, L.L.P.; 
member Maritime Law Association, Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute and Nautical 



Institute. Experience areas: general maritime practice, including cargo claims, charter 
disputes, collision and other property damage claims, maritime liens, pollution and 
environmental matters, personal injury, products liability, toxic tort, U.S. Coast Guard, 
INS/Customs and other regulatory authority matters. 

RICHARD A. STANFORD 
Stanford Law Firm 
5847 San Felipe Suite: 4600 
Houston, Texas 77057 
Telephone: (713) 402-7631 
Fax: (281) 493-4866 
Cell: (713) 828-5472 
E-Mail: rstanford@slfhou.com 
Background: B.A. University of Texas 1971; J.D. University of Houston 1976; Member 
(Proctor) Maritime Law Association; Licensed attorney with practice concentrated in 
maritime commercial matters including preparation and negotiation of domestic and 
international contracts for shipbuilding, ship repair, conversion, construction of offshore 
oil and gas structures, pipelay, derrick barge, drilling contracts, towage contracts, 
charters, vessel management agreements, vessel and equipment sales, finance including 
loan agreements, security documents, and ship mortgages, and general corporate matters 
including formation of corporations, L.L.C’s, and joint ventures. 

DAVID H. SCRUTON 
3D Marine USA Inc. 
12411 Donna Drive 
Houston, Texas 77067 
Telephone: 281 444 9495 
Fax: (281) 444-8874 
Cell: 713 501 6969 
E-Mail: dscruton@3dmarine.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Liverpool Maritime College, Shipping 
Business; Bsc (Comm) M.C.I.T., M.N.I.; Master Mariner; 15 years at sea; General Cargo, 
Bulk and Container Vessels; Offshore Supply; Towing; Anchor Handling and Pipe 
Carriers. Marine Consultant and Surveyor, 15 years specializing in steel products, general 
cargos, crude oil/chemical tankers, pollution management; Cypriot Government flag state 
surveys; Boaters Education Instructor for Texas Parks and Wildlife; Experience in 
pleasure craft, including sail and power yachts, ski boats and Personal Water Craft 
(PWC). Expert witness in legal proceedings. 

WILLIAM H. SEELE 
Julian & Seele PC 
11767 Katy Freeway, Suite 350 
Houston, Texas 77079 
Telephone: (281) 293-9275
Fax: (281) 293-0146 
Cell: (713) 542-4331
Residence: (713) 460-4016 
E-Mail: wseele@julianandseele.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BA (honors) Texas A&M (1970); JD 
University of Texas (1972); Maritime Attorney. Experience areas: cargo claims (all 
types, particularly bulk chemical); bills of lading; Charterparties and Contracts of 
Affreightment; Marine Insurance; freight, demurrage, and deadfreight claims; maritime 
liens; some personal injury. 



R. M. (MAC) SHARPE, JR. 
Sharpe & Oliver, L.L.P. 
550 Westcott Street, Suite 230 
Houston, Texas 77007 
Telephone: (713) 864-2221; Fax: (713) 864-2228 
Residence: (713) 572-4005 
E-Mail: macknife@macknife.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training. Maritime Attorney. BA, Duke Univ.; JD 
Univ. Texas. Experience areas: cargo collision, personal injury, charter party and 
insurance coverage. 

G. BYRON SIMS 
Brown Sims, P.C. 
1177 West Loop South, 10th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77027-9007 
Telephone: (713) 629-1580; Fax: (713) 629-5027 
Residence: (713) 464-6473 
E-Mail: gbsims@brownsims.com 
Background: Senior Shareholder, practicing admiralty law since 1967. Experienced 
arbitrator in both maritime and non-maritime matters. Has handled arbitration matters 
involving attorney/ professional malpractice. Attorney in other arbitrated matters. 
Familiar with cargo, charter party, demurrage, collision, liens, salvage, maritime 
insurance, personal injury and towing. Graduate of U.C.L.A. (with Honors) 1963 and 
J.D., University of Texas, 1967. HMAA Arbitration Training. 

JOEL D. SIPES 
JD Sipes, Inc. 
15011 Penn Hills Lane 
Houston, Texas 77062 
Telephone: (281) 480-3298; Fax: (281) 480-0408 
Residence: (281) 480-3298 
E-Mail: jdsipes@sbcglobal.net 
Background: former HMAA VP/Director; HMAA Arbitration Training; Rear Admiral, 
USCG (Ret); Maritime Consultant. Experience Areas: Marine Engineer; Vessel 
operations; ship and barge construction/ repair; international and domestic 
environmental/safety; waterways management; crew competency, training and manning. 

MICHAEL A. SOMMER II 
Aussom Consulting Inc. 
509 Baywood Drive 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 
Telephone: (281) 798-4720; Fax: (281) 474-7188 
Residence: ( 281) 474-7188; Cell: (281) 798-4720 
E-mail: taos@ghg.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; PhD/MS Geochemistry -U. Tulsa, BS 
Geology -Cal State (San Diego); Chemist/Analyical/ Environmental Specialist for 
marine and petrochemical industries; forensic and insurance investigator for chemical 
quality disputes, testing, cargo claims, environmental (water, air, soil) matters, mitigation 
efforts, claim reviews and conflict resolution. 

STEPHEN J. STAPLETON III 
Samtarel Chartering Inc. 
Kingwood, Texas 77325-6644 
Telephone: (281) 360-5165; Fax: (281) 966-1824 



Residence: (281) 360-3034; Cell: (832) 818-0680 
E-Mail: steves@samtarel.com 
Background: Current President and Vice-Chairman of the Houston Maritime Arbitrators Association and has served in past as 

VP at Large and VP of Marketing. Background: began career in shipping 1973 and has worked as both owners and charterers 

broker. Established Samtarel Chartering Corp. in 1984 and is still President & CEO., a partner in ADR Mediation Group LLC, 

Houston, A founding member & current member of the Connecticut Maritime Association, a member of ITMA. Arbitrator 

for Better Business Bureau Auto Line program. Certified Mediator and Trainer of Workplace Conflict Member Association 

for Conflict Resolution, Houston Chapter Certified Trainer of Mediation for the Harris County Dispute Resolution Center, 

and Mediation Group International. Citizen Mediator for the City of Houston and the HPD

TIMOTHY W. STRICKLAND 
Fowler Rodriguez & Chalos 
4 Houston Center 
1331 Lamar, Suite 1560 
Houston, Texas 77010-3208 
Telephone: (713) 654-3304; Fax: (713) 654-7930 
Residence: (281) 335-8741 
E-Mail: strick@frc-law.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; HMAA CLE-Director; Licensed attorney with 
eight year maritime (cargo claim litigation) experience. USCG O.U.P.V. Captains 
license. Significant involvement in cargo surveys, claims adjusting, salvage sales and 
marine insurance subrogation. 

JONATHAN SUTCLIFFE 
Fulbright & Jaworski International LLP 
Address: 85 Fleet Street 
London, United Kingdom EC4Y 1AE 
Office: +44 (0) 20 7832 3600 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7832 3699 
E-Mail: jsutcliffe@fulbright.com 
Background: Memberships: London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA); Advisory 
Board of the Institute for Transnational Arbitration; USCIB Young Arbitrators Forum; 
Executive Board, International Centre for Dispute Resolution (ICDR) Young & 
International. Admitted to practice: 
England & Wales; New York. Education: Oxford University (BA, Honours, 
Jurisprudence, first class); Guildford College of Law (Legal Practice Course, 
Distinction). Experience areas: Arbitration; Dispute Resolution; Energy Disputes; 
Commercial Disputes; Joint Operating Agreements; Unitisation Agreements; Drilling 
Contracts; Seismic Survey Contracts; Crude Oil Supplies; Take or Pay Contracts. 

FRANK SVETLIK 
Frank Svetlik & Associates 
7670 Woodway, Suite 250 
Houston, Texas 77063 
Telephone: (713) 840-8888; Fax: (713) 464-7777 
Residence: (713) 464-0746 
E-Mail: svetlik@flash.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS (Chemical Engineer) -Michigan State 
University, JD -University of Houston. Experience areas: Chemical brokerage, 
demurrage, design/fabrication of offshore exploration & production equipment, time 
charters, tramp ship operations. 

JOHN A. SZALLAI (JACK) 
14835 Oak Bend 



Houston, Texas 77079 
Telephone: (281) 293-9570; Fax: (281) 293-9603 
Residence: (281) 759-1615 
E-Mail: oiljs@sbcglobal.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; BS Transportation, SUNY MC; MPE 
University of Pittsburgh; Past Chairman API Committee of Petroleum Measurement; 
Board Member Norwegian Marine Equipment Manufacturer; Senior Manager Fortune 
500 Companies; Former Chairman, API Committee on Marine Accountability; U.S. 
Delegation Leader ISO, TC 28; Sailed Master. Experience Areas: Marine operations, 
economics, chartering, cargo inspections, loss control, surface transportation, demurrage, 
cargo claims, terminal management including operations, engineering, pipelines, 
maintenance, and safety. 

LIZBETH A. TULLOCH 
Shell Oil Company 
Gas & Power/Trading 
909 Fannin Street, Plaza Level 1 
Houston, TX 77010 
Tel: +1 713 767-5436 
Fax: +1 713 230-2901 
Cell: +1 713 614 7816 or +1 713 377-0741 
Email: L.Tulloch@shell.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Univ. of Houston, B.S. 1981 (magna cum 
laude); J.D. 1984. cargo claims, charter parties, collisions, maritime liens, pollution and 
environmental matters, personal injury, trading issues. Member State Bar of Texas; Admitted to practice in Texas; 

Federal Courts for the Southern, Eastern, Western and Northern Districts; U.S. Court of Appeals for 5th and 11th 

Circuits.

STEVEN P. VANGEL 
Hill Rivkins & Hayden LLP 
712 Main Street, Suite 1515 
Houston, Texas 77002-3209 
Telephone: (713) 222-1515; Fax: (713) 222-1359 
Residence: (713) 963-8216 
E-Mail: svangel@hillrivkins.com 

Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Commercial Arbitration ( Domestic and International) A.A. White 
Dispute Resolution Center , University of Houston Law Center (2009); BA, Colby College; JD, Wake Forest 

University; Maritime Attorney; Marine, Inland Marine and Property Subrogation and Recovery; Primary, Excess and 

Re-Insurance Claims and Defense; Products Liability; Commercial Litigation and Arbitration -Charter Parties, 

Contracts, Trading Disputes; Personal Injury and Insurance Defense. 

ALFONSO VENEGAS 
Law Office of Alfonso Venegas 
2901 Lakewood 
Harlingen, Texas 78550 
Tel. (956) 230-0805 
Email. venegasal@gmail.com 
Skype-venegas00 
Mexico City Office 
Venegas Gutiérrez y Asociados S.C. 
Tel. 52 558 421 6567 
Background: HMAA arbitration training, acted as arbitrator for AAA, JD National 



Autonomous University of Mexico (1990), LLM University of Connecticut (1995), LLM 
in Maritime Law University of Valencia, Spain (2007). Admissions to practice law: 
Mexico, New York and Spain (pending admission as Solicitor in England). Experience 
areas: Contracts and Commercial disputes, Arbitration and Mediation, Bills of Lading, 
Customs, Charter Parties, Immigration, Marine Insurance, Banking and Corporate. 
Memberships: American Bar Association, New York State Bar Association, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association, Ilustre y Nacional Colegio de Abogados de Mexico, 
Centro de Arbitraje de Mexico. 

WILLIAM L. WARNEMENT Jr. 
Skaugen Petrotrans, Inc. 
Two Houston Center 
909 Fannin, Suite 3300 
Houston, TX 77010 
Tel: 713-266-8000 
Fax: 713-266-0309 
E-Mail: William.Warnement@skaugen.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, BS Accounting -UH Clear Lake, MBA UH 
Clear Lake, CPA (TX), USCG Staff Officer -Chief Purser. Experience Areas: 
accounting (marine, petroleum, tax, refining, hedge), demurrage, loss control, 
vessel/charter party performance analysis, vessel operations and scheduling, paper 
hedging/speculation. 

MICKEY WATZAK 
Cormac Maritime LLC 
P.O. Box 16395 
Sugar Land, TX 77496-6395 
Telephone: (281) 265-5423 
E-Mail: mwatzak@cormacmaritime.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration training; President of Company; Texas A&M Univ. (BS 
Mar. Eng., 1994); El Paso Marine (Mgr. Process Logistics, 2001-2); ISM DPA, Systems 
Mgr., Tech. Coordinator; 3 A/E -Coastal Tankships USA, Inc. and Coscol Marine (19952001); 
USCG Lic. -3rd Asst Eng.; LT -USNR. Experience areas: ship/shoreside 
information Tech., tanker ops, safety management, voyage ops and support, material 
control, inventory management, ISO 9001, ISM. 

DAVID B. WALLER 
Waller Marine, Inc 
14410 W. Sylvanfield, Dr 
Houston, Texas, 77014 
Office: 281 444 9650 
Fax: 281 444 8055 
Cell: 281 787 1556 
Residence: 281 537 5007 
E-Mail: dwaller@wallermarine.com 
Background: BSc, Naval Architecture & Shipbuilding; King’s College, Durham 
University; Chartered Engineer, UK; President Waller Marine, Inc, 35 years; experience 
in shipbuilding, naval architecture, ship design, offshore drilling rigs and production 
design, floating LNG liquefaction, gas to liquids, floating power plants and refineries, 
expert witness. 

SHARRON L. WEST, ACII
Chartered Insurance Practitioner
Senior Vice President, Adjusting & Recoveries



CSL North America 
8866 Gulf Freeway, Suite 540
Houston, Texas 77017
Tel: 713-941-7800 ext. 27
Fax: 713-941-1839
Cell: 713-203-7498
Email: s.west@cslglobal.com
Skype: sharronwest1
Web: www.cslglobal.com
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Principal Adjuster/Mgr Adj. Department; 
ACII; Chartered Insurance Practitioner. Experience Areas: Marine Insurance, cargo 
claims/adjusting; Assoc. of Chartered Insurance Institute; Licensed adjuster, Texas; 
Inland Marine Ins.; bulk liquid cargos, dry cargos. 

MICHAEL D. WILLIAMS 
Brown Sims, P.C. 
1177 West Loop South, 10th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77027-9007 
Telephone: (713) 629-1580; Fax: (713) 629-5027 
Residence: (713) 660-8266 
E-Mail: firm@brownsims.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; JD, Pepperdine University (1984); Maritime 
Law Institute -University of Southhampton (UK) (1983-4); LLM-Admiralty, Tulane 
University (1986). Partner -Brown Sims Wise & White (1986-present). Experience 
areas: Admiralty/Maritime, chartering, maritime liens, cargo, repair & energy disputes, 
maritime employers' liability claims. 

WALTER L. WILLIAMS 
Corporate Director 
Cheniere Energy, Inc. 
700 Milam St., Suite 800 
Houston, Texas, 77002 
Office: 713-375-5210 
Fax: 713-375-6210 
Cell: 713-614-2883 
Residence: 3711 San Felipe, Unit 15-C 
Houston, TX 77027 
E-Mail: walter.williams@cheniere.com 
Background: Recently retired from Cheniere Energy, Inc., (LNG om Amex) As Vice 
Chairman and President of Cheniere LNG. Currently serving as Board Member. 
Petroleum Engineering graduate of Texas A&M University and Registered Professional 
Engineer in Texas and Louisiana. Completed Advanced Arbitration Skills Course at 
Dispute Resolution Center at U of H. Recently attended ABA Dispute Resolution Center 
Training Course and HMAA Arbitrator Training Seminar. 

MICHAEL WILSON 
Laurin Maritime America 
2350 North Belt East, Suite 280 
Houston, Texas 77032 
Telephone: (281) 442-7979; Fax: (281) 442-7990 
Residence: (281) 361-4873; Fax: (281) 361-4817 
E-Mail: michael@laurinmar.com 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training, Master Mariner degree -Kalmar University, 
Sweden; Nautical Science courses (management/organization) -Chalmers University, 



Sweden. CEO of Laurin and former president, chartering & operations manager and 
owners rep. since 1993. Experience areas: Licensed and experienced ship master, tankers 
(chemical and products), Shipshandling and cargo matters including tank cleaning 
operations, Commercial chartering and operation including contracts of affreightment and 
timecharters, Vetting inspection and the ISM code, P&I Claims (cargo and crew), OPA90 
matters, and Cargo tank coating and cargo problems related to tank coating and 
cleaning. 

HERBERT N. WHITNEY 
Wildcat Consulting,LLC 
4823 South Sheridan
Suite 306 B
Tulsa, OK 74145
Phone: 918 935 3399
Cell 281 630 1177
E mail: herb.whitney@sbcglobal.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; CITGO Petroleum , General Manager 
Supply, Distribution, Marine Operations (retired). B.S. Civil Engineering Kansas State 
University, 1963; Engineering Officer U.S. Air Force 1963-1966; Registered Professional 
Engineer Oklahoma; Chairman Colonial Pipeline Company 1995-2004. 
Experience Areas: Marine, Pipeline, and Terminal Operations; Crude Oil and Refined 
Products Supply, Distribution, and Trading; Petroleum Refining and Marketing. 

STEFAN J. WOZNIAK 
Independent Maritime Consulting (Gulf) Ltd. 
1560 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 270 
Friendswood, Texas 77546 
Telephone: (281) 480-4260; Fax: (281) 480-4225 
Residence: (281) 326-2178; Cell: (713) 628-9316 
E-Mail: swozniak@ev1.net 
Background: HMAA Arbitration Training; Master Mariner; Marine Surveyor; Marine 
Claims Adjuster; Hazwoper trained; Quality Management Systems Auditor. Experience 
Areas: marine pollution response and laws; marine insurance; 13 years as Captain (oil 
and gas tankers, bulkers, containerships, reefers, general cargo, Ro/Ro, and floating 
production storage and offloading (FPSO) vessel). 

WINTHROP A. WYMAN 
Atscon, LLC -Affiliated Consultant 
6638 Radley Drive 
Spring, Texas 77379 
Telephone: (281) 251-6652; Fax: (281) 251-1513 
Residence: (281) 251-6652 
E-Mail: winwyman@global.t-bird.edu 
Background: HMAA Honorary Life Member; HMAA Arbitration Training; Bulk 
Shipping Executive -over 30 years. Experience areas: spot and term contracts; 
commodity trading; cargo claims; marine insurance; coastal shipping and transshipment; 
offshore drilling. CEO -OMI Petrolink Corp., Gill & Duffus Holdings, Triton Shipping 
Inc.; Chairman, Chiles Offshore Corp.; Executive -Gulf Oil Corp., Agrico Chemical Co., 
Cargill/Tradax. 
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